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about by the resolve of the Slav peoples to throw off the
German yoke; hence the nature of the peace treaties of
1919. The rise of Hitler, an Austrian just old enough to have
been as an adolescent a Pan-German before the last war, is
the effort of the German race to re-establish its ascendency
over the Slavs and ultimately over Europe and the world;
the downfall of Nazi Germany must inevitably restore the
freedom of the Slavs, and not improbably their ascendency.
No academic peace plans laid in Western Europe can prevent
the historical consequences of another German defeat.

It is a popular fallacy to suppose that the Treaty of
Versailles was particularly harsh. It was not perfect; but the
legitimate complaints that Germany has against the Allies
are directed against our attitude in the years following the
treaty rather than against the treaty itself. It was the ex-
cessive amount of reparations asked for, the methods of
exacting them, particularly the occupation of the Ruhr, and
finally the French refusal to disarm to Germany's level,
which caused legitimate German resentment; but none of
these was due to the treaty itself. For these blunders we are
as much to blame as France. Our unjustifiable inclusion of
pensions swelled the figure of reparations, our refusal to
guarantee France drove her into adopting an uncompromis-
ing line, and our unilateral disarmament made it essential
that she should remain highly armed.

Different as may be the outlook and the interests of the
peoples of Eastern and Western Europe, they have in com-
mon their anxious proximity to Prussian Germany. If they
have few other experiences in common, they both are
familiar with the methods which Germany uses in dealing
with her neighbours. It is the nature and record of this
Prussian Germany which make it the object of universal
fear and distrust.

It is a dangerous fallacy to suppose that Europe is con-
cerned only to destroy the Nazi regime in Germany. For 350
years war has been the national industry of Prussia, and the
policy of power politics which her statesmen have pursued
has been glorified and justified by her philosophers and
historians. There is nothing original in the Nazi creed. Just